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BEHIND THE COVER
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all
their vast array. Genesis 2:1
As God surveyed His newly-finished creation and
pronounced all of it “Very Good,” you can almost hear the
joy echoing through the millennia. Bearing the Image
of God, we too are called to create, and that creation both
remembers that wonderful moment and points to the
consummation of our faith, when we stand face-to-face
with our loving Heavenly Father and hear those words
longed for by generations of saints, “Well done, thou good
and faithful servant!” May we truly be good and faithful
stewards of God’s gift - to the redemption of, and witness
to the world, and ultimately to His glory.
Thanks to Adam Perry for this amazing photo, taken
in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, that captures the
essence of ’05 alumnus Alan Briggs’ essay, Unleashing
Creativity for the Sake of the World.
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BACKSTAGE

THE WINDING ROAD
OF GOD’S CALL
I took a year of accounting when I was a college student.
God used that experience to lead me into photography and
communications. That joke works for biology, too. For the
longest time, I thought I had somehow missed God’s calling
for my life. It came from this misguided notion that if I
had worked harder or studied more diligently, I might have
actually grasped the concepts of cost analysis or why atoms
bound together.
Photography came so easily for me that I thought I was
wasting time pursuing it. If I really wanted to grow
professionally and support my family, I needed to do
something of “substance,” or “significance.” Perhaps some
of it was a misguided sense of self-loathing, but it had not
dawned on me that the reason photography (and eventually
writing) came so naturally for me was because God had given
me gifts in those areas of expression. It was a gift from God
when I finally realized that He had been with me, guiding me,
chastening me, and loving me all the way. He is good.
I thought of those longing years as I read Dr. Aaron
Householder’s outstanding essay, Nothing Wasted, in which he
shares that God uses every part of our lives to shape us for His
purposes – nothing is wasted. That is certainly true in the case
of Jana (Weir ’96) Murphy, whose career began as an elementary
teacher and has since led her to the heights of Washington.
You can read Jana’s story and Aaron’s essay in this issue of

Taylor, as well as a great piece written by Ashley
(Black ’07) Chu and Dr. Joe Ricke about research
they conducted in connection with Taylor’s
Center for the Study of C.S. Lewis and Friends.
And you should definitely make it a point to read
the essay written by Alan Briggs ’05, "Unleashing
Creativity for the Sake of the World."
What a blessing it is to serve at Taylor, where
our students (and people like me) are mentored,
challenged, refined, shaped, and sent out to be colaborers with Christ in His great redemption plan
for this lost and fallen world. I pray that we will
each lay aside any regret about what might have
been and joyfully embrace that to which God has
called us in Christ Jesus.
He is good.

James R. Garringer H᾿15
Editor

3

spring2018magazinebody.indd 3

3/6/18 10:59 AM

NEWS

TAYLOR UNIVERSITY AND IU
HEALTH PARTNERSHIP BRINGS
CARDIAC REHAB TO CAMPUS
Taylor University students have begun working with
community members who are recovering from heart
or lung-related problems thanks to a cooperative
program with the Indiana University Health network.
According to Dr. Erik Hayes, Professor of Exercise
Science at Taylor, students from the Exercise Science
major are now facilitating Phase III rehabilitation for
community members who have experienced a heart
attack, bypass or stent surgery, heart or lung transplant, or other related illnesses in connection with IU
Health Blackford Hospital.
Hayes said the opportunity presented itself after
the closing of the Blackford County YMCA, the
program’s former host. He said Phase III patients
have progressed past the need for supervision in the
hospital, but would still benefit from some supervision for their exercise program. Additionally, a staff
member from Blackford will provide basic training
on monitoring the exercise programs of the patients
including basic assessment skills, best practice exercise prescriptions, appropriate clinical progression,
emergency procedures, and policy review. Patients
will have access to the supervised exercise program
from the Taylor students five days a week.
“Since Taylor is just a few miles away, it made perfect
sense to offer our facilities so that the program could
continue,” Hayes said. “We have had a long standing
relationship with cardiac rehab at IU Health Ball Memorial Hospital in Muncie (who provides oversight of
the Blackford program). They know the quality of our

students and our facilities are excellent. Their willingness to put a cardiopulmonary rehab team member on
our campus two days a week to supervise our students
created the perfect collaboration.”
In addition to the onsite experience, Taylor students
may continue to participate in short practicums (approximately 40 hours) or larger internships (250-500
hours) at Blackford and Ball Memorial Hospitals in
cardiopulmonary, bariatric, and oncology services.
Hayes said the larger internships will give students interested in medical school, clinical exercise
physiology, or physician assistant graduate programs
opportunities for volunteer and direct patient care
hours in inpatient cardiac/pulmonary rehabilitation,
diagnostic stress testing, cardiovascular surgery, heart
catheterization, echocardiograms, the pace maker
clinic, and bariatric and oncology rehabilitation
among others.
“We are so thankful for the opportunity to work with
IU Health Blackford and Ball Memorial,” he said. “It
is a great educational opportunity for our students
interested in careers in health care and at the same
time provides a much needed service to members of
our community. It’s a win for everyone.”
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NEWS

EXCEPTIONAL

Professional Grounds Society Honors Taylor’s Grounds Team
Taylor University has been recognized
for upkeep and presentation of campus
grounds by the Professional Grounds
Management Society (PGMS). The group
presented Taylor with an Honor Award
in the Society's 2017 Green Star Awards®
competition. The award was given in
the University and College Grounds
(large) category for exceptional grounds
maintenance.
PGMS is an individual membership society
of grounds professionals dedicated to
advancing the grounds management
profession through education and
professional development. The Honor
Award was presented to Taylor officials
during the 2017 PGMS School of Grounds
Management, held in conjunction with
the GIE+EXPO in Louisville, Kentucky, in
October.
According to Taylor Grounds Supervisor
Kerry Shanebrook, the recognition is the

result of a process in which institutions of
higher learning competed in 15 different
categories. Various areas of grounds
keeping were evaluated from athletic turf
to landscape.
“We’ve known and remarked internally
that the Taylor University campus is an
incredibly beautiful space and a special
physical place for our students and
employees to build our amazing higher
education community, and it is due in no
small part to the work of our Facilities
Services team,” said Ron Sutherland ’81,
Special Assistant to the President.
Sutherland said the grounds maintenance
crew was recognized for more than
just the physical appearance of Taylor’s
grounds, but also for the crew’s individual
acts of kindness and involvement within
the community. “As blessed as I am by the
physical work of our Grounds team on
our campus, I am even more blessed by

their willingness to invest and serve our
students and employees in so many other
ways,” he said. “From prayer for different
members of the Taylor community, to acts
of service and spiritual guidance to several
students, this team blesses our students
and larger Taylor community.”
“I’ve always been proud of the work done
by our Facilities Services and Grounds
team,” said Dr. Lowell Haines ’75, President
of Taylor University. “Their work is crucial
to the success of Taylor University from
first impressions made on our students,
faculty, staff, and families as they visit the
campus, to the ongoing excellence they
display in doing their work throughout
the year, and regardless of the weather.
Beyond the outstanding work they do, it
is an honor to serve with a team that is
dedicated to the Christ-centered mission
of Taylor University. It brings joy to my
heart and the hearts of each member of the
community to see their work recognized
on a national level.”
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NEWS

COMING SOON

The Upland
Greenway
The Town of Upland has received
a $200,000 grant from the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources,
which it will use to construct a recreational greenway and trail head in the
downtown area. The grant is the fruit
of a partnership between the Town of
Upland, The Upland Area Greenways
Association, and the William Taylor
Foundation of Taylor University.

and one-mile trail will
be constructed provide a
beautiful setting and we
believe this project can be
a prelude to additional trail
and local development.”

The new trail will be the
latest greenway-related
development in the immediate area. The Cardinal
Greenway trail that was
Planners say the trail head will be
established in the early
located at the southeast corner of the
Main Street Bridge across from Upland 2000s links Richmond and
Muncie, Indiana, and reTire and consist of a one-mile trail
heading east and then south along the sumes again in Jonesboro,
William Taylor Foundation land border. running 10 miles to Marion. The Sweetser Switch
Trail is a two-mile trail
Taylor and Upland officials say a
located west of Marion.
required $50,000 match of the grant
will be met by the William Taylor
Foundation.
“It is exciting to consider
that Upland is joining
the growing list of comAccording to Ron Sutherland ’81,
Special Assistant to the President and munities that will have
President of the Upland Area Greenaccess to a greenway,”
said Upland Town Council
ways Association, the trail will offer
President John Bonham
enhanced recreation opportunities;
'70. “We are confident the
provide a safe place to walk, run, and
trail and greenway will be
ride a bicycle on a path that is closed
a wonderful blessing for
to motor traffic; and provide an enhanced quality of life for not only Up- our hometown and proland residents, but Taylor University
vides additional evidence
students, faculty, and staff members.
that the Town of Upland
is poised for more great
improvements.”
“We believe the establishment of this
trail demonstrates Upland’s commitment to attract great people and
Construction is expected
organizations to consider our wonderto begin in the summer
of 2018.
ful community,” Sutherland said. “The
grounds upon which the trail head
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SOCIAL

#TAYLORU
ONE OF SOCIAL MEDIA’S BEST QUALITIES IS ITS ABILITY TO
SHARE INSTANTANEOUS INFORMATION WITH FRIENDS,
FAMILIES, AND LOVED ONES VIA TWITTER, FACEBOOK,
INSTAGRAM, OR VARIOUS OTHER SOCIAL MEDIA. HERE ARE
A FEW TWEETS AND INSTAGRAM PHOTOS THAT WE HAVE
ENJOYED DURING THE PAST MONTHS.

DANIELLE_STRAITS
@HKpoetry2003 “A mediocre person
can love spring time – rebirth, renewal – but it
takes a poet to make peace with the winter.”
Professor Daniel Bowman Jr. #poetry #winter
#teacherwisdom #firstdayofclass #TaylorU

WILLIAMRITSEMA
@OliiviaaMillerr The wind is so strong
today that a door just opened itself for
me. Dang this place is polite. #TaylorU

@hannahqu33n It’s zero degrees outside
right now and my dorm room has never felt
farther away from my class #jterm #TaylorU

@tiffanyrogerss Hey just a heads up, if
you decide to wear shorts/t-shirt’s around
campus when it’s below 30 degrees, you
aren’t impressing anyone. You just look cold.
#TaylorU

THRUMPSTER

@manyartsofem And as I head out,
there's no one to see here in the #TaylorU
dining commons. Apparently waffles are not
enough to pull college students out of bed
and into the cold outdoors.

TAYLOR UNIVERSITY

connorscott___ It's never too
cold for soft serve. #TaylorU

@TAYLORUNIV

@peytonnill My prof just replied to my
email with the word "prolly" lol she's feeling
dead week coming up too. #TaylorU

EMILYRACHELLE15

@TAYLORU & @TAYLORTROJANS

ZACHZANDER_

FIND US ON TWITTER AND INSTAGRAM WITH
THE HASHTAG #TAYLORU
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NEWS

FACULTY EFFORTS PROMOTE
SCRIPTURAL ENGAGEMENT,
COMPUTING IN MISSION SETTINGS
STEVEN BAILEY’S (Film and Media)
documentary We Are Rwandans was
nominated as a national finalist
by College Broadcasters’ Inc. in the
Documentary/Public Affairs category.

DR. DENNIS E. HENSLEY’S

BILL BAUSON (Computer Science
and Engineering) received a $15,000
grant from the Indiana Space Grant
Consortium to continue work on the
Magnetically Induced Tethered Orbit
Adjustment Satellite (MagnITO-Sat)
project. He has also begun formal
collaboration with Northwest Nazarene
University on satellite projects.

DR. JULIE LITTLE (Business) had two

DRS. PHIL COLLINS ’82, STEVE BIRD,
AND FAYE CHECHOWICH ’74 (Scripture
Engagement) visited four sites in
China to conduct follow-up assessment
of previous training and to provide
workshops for new participants.

DR. PATRICK EGGLETON
(Mathematics) became associate editor
for the Indiana Mathematics Teacher
Journal, published by the Indiana
Council of Teachers of Mathematics.

DR. KEVIN JOHNSON (History) was

a historical consultant recently for
a Discovery Channel six-part series
on the Valley of the Kings. He was
interviewed on several occasions for
the fifth episode, which focuses on
Egypt’s 19th Dynasty.

(Professional Writing) latest
novel The Man Who Could Transfuse
Time will be released in April 2018 by
The Vine Press of St. Louis, Missouri.
book chapters published. The first
was with DR. SCOTT GAIER (MAHE)
and Business Graduate Assistant
DANIELLE SPOUTZ ’16, MAHE ’18:
The Role of Values, Beliefs, and Culture
in Student Retention and Success in
Critical Assessment and Strategies for
Increased Student Retention. The second
was Optimizing Student Engagement in
Online Learning Environments.

DR. TAMMY MAHON (Education)
traveled to Cuenca, Ecuador, to
conduct special needs workshops
with administrators and teachers
at Verbo School in Cuenca. Her
work was sponsored by the Spencer
Centre for Global Engagement and
Verbo Church in Cuenca.
DR. ED MEADORS (Bible) traveled

to Kenya to train seminary students
and continue development of a
network of pastors with whom he
has formed relationships. It marked
the third such trip.

DR. TOM NURKKALA (Computer
Science and Engineering and Taylor
Center for Missions Computing)
was the keynote speaker at the
International Conference on
Computing and Missions. He
delivered three addresses on the
theme, Wisdom for Techies: Ancient and
Modern.
DR. STEVE SNYDER (Psychology)
continues to lead an ongoing
assessment program of intercultural
learning with his students of TU’s
global engagement, service-learning,
and academic trips. Dr. Snyder has
developed the TUII (Taylor University
Intercultural Inventory) and has
completed numerous assessments
which have been used to improve
practice in both the Lighthouse and
SCGE experiences. Each year four
to five programs are selected for
assessment.
TERRANCE VOLDEN (Theatre) led a

group of nine students to Peru to use
theatric performance to serve and
minister to students at a Christian
school and orphanage.
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B E N E DI C T : Q U I E T A N D T H E S T OR M
When 300 ships from the navies of
the United States and Australia met
67 ships from the Japanese Imperial
Navy in the Leyte Gulf region of the
South Pacific in 1944, the resulting
conflagration inflicted more than
3,000 casualties on the Allies and
12,500 on the Japanese, making it the
single bloodiest naval engagement in
human history. It was at Leyte where
the Japanese introduced the Divine
Wind, now recognized as kamikaze
attacks in which their pilots
intentionally crashed their aircraft
into American and Australian ships.
When it was over, six American ships
had been lost. Twenty-six Japanese
ships were sunk.
Louie Benedict was one of the
survivors of the Battle of Leyte
Gulf. He served aboard PCE-849,
a 173-foot-long patrol craft escort
ship that endured 70 attacks by the
Japanese. Known by his friends
and family as “Bounce,” Benedict
saw with his own eyes the horror
of battle, not only at Leyte, but also

“I wanted to do his
story justice.”
Hollandia and Manilla. He felt the
concussion of explosions and the
heat of the fires. And he could hear
the cries of his friends. Each day
brought a new reminder that he was
a very long way from his hometown
of Upland, Indiana.
Benedict’s experience at Leyte is
one of many of his wartime stories
chronicled in the memoir, The Quiet
and the Storm, published by Taylor
University Press and co-written by
Taylor students Rachel Pfeiffer ’18
and Hope Bolinger ’19.
Pfeiffer and Bolinger were
introduced to Benedict by Dr. Donna
Downs, Associate Professor of
Communication and Department
Co-chair. The two spent time poring

information (Benedict) shared. I
was so worried, throughout the
researching, interviewing, and
writing process, that I would not
offer a correct snapshot of his
amazing story,” said Bolinger, a
Professional Writing major and
through more than 300 handwritten Philosophy minor from Hudson,
Ohio. “He was so incredibly
pages of Benedict’s memories, and
vulnerable in the interviews. Once
also interviewed him at his home
he shared a story about a Filipino
in nearby Hartford City on three
child who, war-torn and hungry,
different occasions.
came to his boat asking for a candy
bar. When he left without eating
“Hearing Louie's stories really
it, Louie asked why he had done
(made) history come to life,” said
so. He answered, ‘It's for my sister.’
Pfeiffer, a Professional Writing
He broke down into tears when he
major and History minor from
shared it.
Mansfield, Ohio. “Some of them
were funny while many were
“I can't imagine what it would be
incredibly sad, but regardless, it
like to relive some of those stories
was a great learning experience
for years and years,” Bolinger
to sit down with someone who
continued. “It was his life’s goal to
went through something I'd read
have his story told in written form,
so much about and get to hear
and decades of work on his part all
firsthand how things unfolded.”
was placed in our hands. I wanted to
do his story justice.”
“I felt a heaving weight of
responsibility in capturing the

9
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ATHLETICS

2,000 POINTS AND COUNTING

Taylor junior Kendall Bradbury became the fastest player in
the program's history to reach 2,000 points. Currently third in
career scoring, Bradbury was honored as the conference Player
of the Week eight times and was the NAIA National Player of
the Week for Jan. 15-21. Bradbury’s Lady Trojans were ranked in
the nation’s Top 20 most of the season.
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GREAT ON THE FIELD;
BETTER IN THE CLASSROOM
Almost nothing gets by her. During the
2017 soccer season, Taylor’s goalkeeper
Lauren Engelkes ’19 shut out four different
opponents and held eight others to a single
goal. The .77 average goals per game she
“allowed” was 24th best in the NAIA. The
thing is, she may be even better in the
classroom.

athletic teams have achieved
Scholar-Team status by posting
collective GPAs of at least 3.0.

Engelkes said time and priority
management has been vital.
“Something that I’ve had
to learn to do is be present
wherever I am,” she said.
“When I am at soccer, that
The junior has been named a CoSIDA
is where my mind is and I
First-Team Academic All-American for the
stay focused on that …. Once
second consecutive year. As impressive
soccer is over for the night,
as her on-the-field play is, Engelkes has
achieved a 3.98 GPA while double majoring I have to be very diligent on
getting my school work done
in Business Management and Marketing.
before I can go do other social
And she’s not the only First Team Academic activities. That also includes
doing homework on bus trips
All-American on campus. Grant Hohlbein
when I’d rather be listening
’18 was also recognized as a CoSIDA Firstto music or watching a movie.
Team Academic All-American following a
Staying disciplined to get my
stellar 2017 season for the Taylor football
homework done allows me to
team in which he ranked 13th among
still have a social life outside of
all NAIA players with 6.6 receptions per
soccer.”
game and 66 catches for 623 yards and five
touchdowns, and has accumulated a 3.98
Hohlbein, a Politics, Philosophy,
GPA for his college career.
and Economics (PPE) major
with minors in Legal Studies
While Engelkes and Hohlbein have
and International Relations,
excelled academically, they are not
agreed that prioritizing
outliers. For five straight years, each of
athletics,academics, and faith
Taylor University’s 18 intercollegiate

Lauren Engelkes

pursuits is critical to the success of any
Taylor student-athlete.
“The majority of time management for my
studies and my faith is figuring out how
to work around the football schedule,” he
said. “It has been important to me to know
what I value most and then figure out my
schedule from there. Most valuable to me
is my relationship with Jesus Christ, so
despite that being the easiest piece of my
day to neglect, I have set up the discipline
of eating breakfast alone each morning
in order to spend time in prayer and time
in the Bible …. Being a scholar-athlete
has given me an opportunity to become
a much more organized and responsible
person than I otherwise would have been.”
“The cool thing that I’ve experience
through attending Taylor is how to
incorporate God into every aspect of
my life,” said Engelkes. “Not only is it
important for me to spend quiet alone with
the Lord every day, but my school work
and soccer can be an act of worship and
honoring to the Lord. Keeping my eyes on
Christ whether I’m in class or playing in
a soccer game helps me grow in my walk
with the Lord daily.”
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N O T H I N G WA S T E D
In these moments
of transition we
are made painfully
aware that we
cannot see as far
ahead as we wish
we could.

Last April I sat in the Campus Center
and chatted with a senior about her
anxieties as graduation approached.
She said she was disinclined to work
in the field she had studied, unsure
of what her next steps would be,
confused about what these four years
at Taylor would mean for her. She
summed up her feelings like this:
“I just don’t want to leave here and
waste my time in a dead-end job.”
I’ve had dozens of similar
conversations in my career so far.
If you’re a college graduate, maybe
you remember comparable anxiety.
And even if you’re a recent graduate,
you know that these anxieties keep
on coming. Perhaps you’ve entered
a new relationship, or ended one,
or had a child, or lost a loved one, or
moved to a new city, or started a new
job, or bought a new house. In these
moments of transition we are made
painfully aware that we cannot see
as far ahead as we wish we could.
We become disillusioned, in the
literal sense of that word: we lose the
comforting illusion that we know
what the future holds. We discover
that moving ahead into something
new feels like walking in the dark.
I told my student last April about
my first job after college: I spent the

summer working third-shift at a
convenience store. That job wasn’t on
the path I would have chosen. At the
time it felt like I was wasting my time
and my degree, and I promise you
that no one who passed through that
convenience store in the middle of
those nights looked at the young guy
behind the counter and saw a future
professor, husband, father, writer. I
didn’t see any of that in myself. It was,
for me, a dead-end job. And yet, for
reasons too numerous to share here,
that job was an essential step in my
becoming who and what I am now. In
God’s design, nothing is wasted.
At the beginning of each course
I teach, I give my students these
words:
You are made in the image of an
almighty God; you are made with
unique voices and gifts by a loving
God who will use what He has given
you; He has called us here together
in this place for His purposes,
which means this is sacred work in
a sacred place; you can trust Him
with your future by investing in this
present moment.
Though we talk so much about
majors and career paths and future
plans, we must remember that our

12
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ED

By Aaron Householder

immediate call is to do the work
of cultivation that God has placed
before us right now. We, all of us, are
in a constant state of becoming.
That advice applies to my freshmen,
to my graduating seniors, and to the
rest of us as well. When we follow
God’s call, He directs us to inhabit
the spaces He gives us. And though
those spaces might seem dark and
foreboding, Scripture tells us that
He will provide. God says in Joshua
1:9, “Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God
will be with you wherever you go.”
Similarly, Jesus says in John 8:12, “I
am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of
life.” We are to trust Him into and
through whatever transitions He
puts before us, no matter how dark
things seem on the other side.
Jeremiah 29 includes God’s explicit
instructions for how to live in the
places He puts us. We often cherrypick verse 11 – “I know the plans I
have for you, plans to prosper you
and not to harm you” – and put the
emphasis on “prosper” because that
is an encouraging word. Yet the key
word in verse 11 is “I.” God says: “I”
know the plans I have for you, and

you don’t. We are to trust in His love
and His foresight. And what does that
trust look like? How do we inhabit
our places when we don’t know His
plans? He tells His people:
“Build houses and settle down;
plant gardens and eat what they
produce. 6 Marry and have sons and
daughters; find wives for your sons
and give your daughters in marriage,
so that they too may have sons and
daughters. Increase in number there;
do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace
and prosperity of the city to which I
have carried you into exile. Pray to
the Lord for it, because if it prospers,
you too will prosper.”

We are invited, though, to hold the
hand of the One who can see the
future. And because He can see ahead,
He knows what we need right now,
and He provides it, even if we’re not
convinced it will matter later.

5

In other words, God says: wherever
I have placed you, move in. Move in,
settle down, invest in the place and
the people around you. Become part
of whatever I’ve placed in front of
you. Be present.
Does this mean we should not
dream, that we should not hope
or plan for the future? Not at all.
Rather, we should not make idols of
those dreams, nor should we be too
confident when we write something
off as a dead end. Remember, we can’t
see very far.

This is a message we repeat over
and over to our students in this
liberal arts environment: nothing
is wasted. This is not an academic
philosophy, but rather a statement
of humility. We can’t see far enough
ahead to know what will matter
later, but we can know that our every
endeavor belongs to Him. He will
use everything He gives us. We must
therefore treat as sacred every class
we take, every job we hold, every
place we inhabit, every transition
we endure. It is in our present
circumstances that we engage in the
sacred act of becoming what God has
made us to be.
Dr. Aaron Householder serves as Associate
Professor of English at Taylor University.
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Here,
There,
and
Together

A Journey in Humanities Research
By Ashley (Black ’07) Chu and Joe Ricke

Tucked away in the lower level of the Zondervan Library,
Taylor’s Center for the Study of C. S. Lewis and Friends
is, in fact, a treasure house. Within, visitors encounter a
world-class collection of first editions, recent books produced by the Center, and a replica English pub bar like that
frequented by Lewis and his friends.
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LIKE MUCH OF THE BEST
HUMANITIES RESEARCH,
OURS BROUGHT SURPRISES,
CONFUSION(S), AND NERDY
REVELATIONS FOR ALL OF US.

The rarest treasures, though, are not
merely tucked away; they are locked
away in a vault in the Ringenberg
Archives and Special Collections.
One such item is a rare manuscript
written by 19th century author
George MacDonald. It combines a
standard edition of Shakespeare’s
Hamlet interleaved with a blank
journal and features hundreds
of brief annotations, numerous
longer interpretive passages, not
to mention a maddening variety of
Victorian inks. It looks cool.
Our team of three undergraduates
and two faculty worked on
describing and interpreting this

little-known manuscript during the
summer of 2017, thanks to a grant
from Taylor’s Faculty-Mentored
Undergraduate Scholarship
Program. Like much of the best
humanities research, ours brought
surprises, confusion(s), and nerdy
revelations for all of us.

OBJECTIVES AND OBJECTIONS
We started the summer with
straightforward objectives. We
wanted to revise and improve an
earlier transcription, as well as
provide the first scholarly interpretation of the manuscript’s significance. Given the rare and fragile
nature of the original, our only pre-
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vious option for everyday research
had been an outdated, sometimes
indecipherable, photocopy.
Thanks to the assistance of the
Indiana State Library, Ashley
obtained a high-resolution digital
copy of the manuscript, giving us
a near-perfect working text and
offering greater research potential
for future scholars. Kaylen Dwyer
’18, who had done much of the
original transcription, led the way
into the digital version, developing
a detailed system for transcribing
MacDonald’s strange symbols and
color-coded underlinings, not to
mention his cramped (sometimes

upside-down) penmanship. By the end of the
summer, we had an updated transcription that
exceeded our initial expectations. Objective
accomplished. Sort of.

A SHAKESPEAREAN ASIDE
When the Center first obtained the manuscript
(2002), it was misleadingly described as “unique.”
Before last summer, however, the manuscript had
received no attention from scholars. One day, Joe
Ricke let out a resounding whoop when a footnote
in a Shakespeare journal led him to believe that
another interleaved MacDonald Hamlet manuscript existed at the Folger Shakespeare Library in
Washington D.C. Hmmm.
Our first detour, then, was a visit to the Folger.
Bringing Kaylen Dwyer '18 was a necessity, due

to her experience transcribing
MacDonald’s handwriting. Our
remaining team members, Kendra
Smalley ’19 and Blair Hedges ’17,
remained at Taylor and continued
to work on their specific (and
increasingly related) research
trajectories. Blair was providing
intellectual context, studying
MacDonald’s “moral criticism” of
literature. Kendra was constructing
biographical context, uncovering
everything possible about
MacDonald’s popular lectures on
Shakespeare.
The three of us arrived at the Folger
directly from Reagan Airport with
our luggage in hand. We were
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THROUGHOUT OUR RESEARCH, WE GATHERED
SEVERAL AFTERNOONS A WEEK AROUND A POT
OF TEA, SHARING OUR DISCOVERIES, POSING
NEW QUESTIONS, AND SOMETIMES ARGUING
OVER OUTRAGEOUS THEORIES.

likely a peculiar group to the Folger
staff, as well as to other scholars.
Most researchers at this level
work individually and silently. We
had apologetically mentioned in
advance that our research was of
a more collaborative nature. The
Folger staff assured us that, as
long as we were not disruptive,
we were welcome. For three days,
we worked in constant but quiet
communication, interacting
through discreet murmurs, facial
expressions, and hastily scribbled
notes. When (often) we came across
something exciting, we did our
best to stifle our gasps of scholarly
delight.
We quickly developed a rhythm.
Joe and Kaylen pored over the
manuscript, struggling to decipher
the seemingly careless Victorian
handwriting. Ashley focused
on identifying and reviewing
MacDonald-related materials,
transcribing letters valuable to our

research. When fatigue set in, we
rotated. With growing suspicion,
we began to realize that it would
have been impossible for some
of the annotations in the Folger
MacDonald Hamlet manuscript to
have been written by MacDonald.
Detour within detour.
The first two days, one of us always
worked directly with Kaylen. On
the final day, we left her alone to
accomplish her own significant
research without our direction. We
walked away with the manuscript in
front of her and a magnifying glass
in her hand (and, frankly, a grin on
her face). She later reflected that
this was a defining moment for her,
especially after one intimidating
scholar had commented that she, a
mere undergraduate, was lucky just
to walk into the Folger’s reading
room. By the end of our trip, she
belonged to a community larger than
our team.
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We left the Folger exhausted,
bewildered by this mysterious
manuscript attributed to
MacDonald, and thrilled that we
had succeeded in transcribing the
complete text. Our flight delayed,
and delayed again. We sat in
the noisy airport, half-delirious,
puzzling over our questions and
offering some tentative answers,
but also reflecting on the value
and unique dynamic of our
collaboration.
Shortly after our return, the entire
team sat down together for tea
and, based upon our combined
study of the bigger picture, came
to a stunning conclusion about
the Folger MacDonald Hamlet
manuscript. It involves correcting
some previous scholarship and one
prestigious library’s catalog entry.
Stay tuned.

THE JOY OF EXPERTISE
At the beginning of the summer,
Joe brought in a stack of books
and said, “Read these,” explaining
that we could not effectively
interpret the manuscript if we
only looked at the manuscript.
We had to understand how it fit
with MacDonald’s approach to
literature, his involvement with
Shakespeare, and his life.
Each of us mined these books
for information related to our
specific research trajectories. In
the end, our different perspectives
came together as we searched for
a unified interpretation. Along
the way, we got to know iconic
Victorian scholars like Furnivall
and Ruskin, but we also met
more obscure figures like the
mysterious J.P. Faunthorpe. At

Ashley’s insistence and despite his
grumblings, Joe paid a visit to the
archives of a 19th century women’s
college in the British countryside
to learn more about this teacher
whose name kept “interrupting”
our research. Sifting through
Faunthorpe’s unpublished memoir,
Joe discovered a single sentence
that led to a flurry of excitement
within our team. A missing link.
Throughout our research, we
gathered several afternoons a week
around a pot of tea, sharing our
discoveries, posing new questions,
and sometimes arguing over
outrageous theories. Even when
members of the team were doing
research elsewhere, we still “met”
through a messaging app, sharing
and questioning and enhancing
each other’s ideas. This give-andtake is the dynamic that makes
collaborative humanities research
rewarding and even exhilarating. Our
research was successful primarily
because we worked in a constant
state of questioning (our subject
matter and each other) and because
we let our curiosity lead us down
one unexpected path after another.
Objective discovered.
We will present some our discoveries
at the 11th Frances White Ewbank
Colloquium on C. S. Lewis and Friends
(“the premiere Inklings-related
conference in the world”) on the
campus of Taylor University, May 31June 3. Please join us.
Ashley (Black ’07) Chu, MLS, is the
University Archivist.
Dr. Joe Ricke is Professor of English and
Director of the Center for the Study of C.
S. Lewis and Friends.

19

spring2018magazinebody.indd 19

3/5/18 4:19 PM

20

spring2018magazinebody.indd 20

3/5/18 4:19 PM

Unleashing
Creativity
for the
Sake of
the World
By Alan Briggs ’05
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Don’t ask your goldfish how the water is. Goldie won’t have
any idea what you’re talking about. The same could be said
of us. We are swimming backstroke in our culture immersed
in its swirling currents. At times it feels like we’re caught in
the riptide. It requires careful discernment to spot the trends
that are pulling us out to sea.
One scroll through social media, an hour in your local coffee
shop, or a trip to your break room can reveal what’s churning
below the surface in our culture. There are three trends
shaping our culture below the surface in this moment.
FEAR. Declining numbers in our
churches, an increasingly postChristian culture and senseless
violence breed desperation and
pull us toward extreme fear.
Comments on our Facebook wall
and protest signs remind us there
are different views on every event.
Politics have grown ever more
divisive, beckoning us to guard our
beloved territory, swinging social
issues around like weapons. We’ve
abandoned conversation in the
name of fear.
What’s the alternative to God’s
people living in fear? We must
recover calculated courage.
Obsessive fear isn’t winsome. It’s
also not healthy. It clouds our vision
and cripples us. Fear is the modus
operandi of our culture, but courage
is a choice. This is the time for a
courageous Church, not a fearful
Church. Maybe I’m on the crazy
train, but I see opportunities amidst
this fear. I see massive potential
for God’s people to be unleashed in
unique ways.

SELF-OBSESSION. We live in a Selfie
Culture that is fixated on being
famous, known, followed, successful,
and envied. I have a friend who
works as a guidance counselor for
one of the fastest growing Christian
universities in the country. The
number one thing incoming
freshmen want to be is famous. Dear
Lord, help us. Ultimately this is a
misplaced desire for influence, but
this culture of self is spinning out of
control.

LONGING FOR THE GOOD LIFE.
People are seeking the good life
(Footnote: You can read extensively
about this topic in James K.A.
Smith’s book You Are What You Love).
Consumption has consumed us, but
Millennials and the creative class
are highlighting a different way of
life that yields influence in robust
ways through work, neighboring,
craft, generosity, and relationships.

What’s the opportunity here? Seek
curiosity about the why behind this
What’s the alternative to selflonging. When I share a steamy
obsession? Generosity. The people of
cup of coffee with my neighbors
Jesus must dare to live lives bigger than
each Friday morning we are all
ourselves and greater than our own
feeling the grind, but we all want
impulses. We can offer ourselves and to thrive. When I ask them, “What
our gifts for the sake of the world.
is the good life for you?” they talk
Our neighbors and coworkers are
of contribution, not consumption.
peering through cultural cracks
Our hearts are fat, unhappy, frenetic,
seeking glimpses of people living for and increasingly unfulfilled. People
something bigger than themselves. are longing to be part of something
bigger than themselves. The people
of Jesus are perfectly positioned to
do this.
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CALLING ALL GENIUSES.
When we watch someone explode
with talent on a stage, in a gallery,
or before a panel of judges, we say
“They’re a genius!” But in Antiquity,
Greeks and Romans would say,
“You have a genius.” The sacred and
the secular alike understood there
was something greater beyond our
creativity than our own striving. We
are tapping the source, but we aren’t
the source. We have a genius, but we
are not the genius.
Our culture is celebrating creativity,
and God’s people can lead the way.
Perhaps we are in recovery, groping
for our initial call to live in the Image
of God as we create, cultivate, and
capture imagination. Every week we
leave church gatherings and take
to the streets, social spaces, and
workplaces pregnant with possibility.
Our creativity can be a winsome apologetic
of a creative God.
Every Sunday the spiritual gifts leave
the building with the potential to
shape communities and point to the
Creator. We all bear a unique spark,
our own flavor of genius. C.S. Lewis
could not find the spark among
the religious leaders of his day, but
he found it among the makers and
tradesmen. I see this creative spark
alive and well among God’s people.

COURAGE. GENEROSITY.
CURIOSITY. The early church

survived with love flavored with
these three. They are baked into the
history of the church. Certainly we
can thrive with these time-tested
tools.

ALAN BRIGGS ’05 IS A PASTOR AND
AUTHOR. HE AND HIS WIFE JULIE LIVE
IN COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO,
WITH THEIR FOUR CHILDREN.
READ MORE ABOUT CREATIVITY IN
ALAN’S NEW BOOK EVERYONE’S A
GENIUS; UNLEASHING CREATIVITY
FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORLD.

How might the world experience the
Creator when they encounter the
courageous, generous, and curious
people of Jesus?
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Creating
a Safer
Place
By James R. Garringer H’15

24

spring2018magazinebody.indd 24

3/5/18 4:19 PM

It was a clear and cool September morning as Jana
(Weir ’96) Murphy crossed
the Arlington Memorial
Bridge into Washington, DC.
Her destination was her office in the Cannon House
Office Building on Capitol
Hill, and her mind was on a
meeting she had scheduled
that pulled together high profile speakers from the DC
political scene. A featured
speaker that morning was
to be Transportation Secretary Norm Mineta, and in
her mind, she was rehearsing one more time how this
event would unfold.
Things began to unravel a few
speakers into the meeting when she
learned Mineta had to cancel because
he had been called to the White
House. Then came the call from a colleague. A plane had struck the World
Trade Center in New York.
Perhaps for many of us, the horror
of September 11, 2001, has dimmed
with the passage of time. Jana still
has vivid memories of the evacua-

tion order, the thousands of other Hill staffers who
streamed outdoors that morning, and the smoke
that billowed from the Pentagon. She remembers
the disbelief and anger she felt that day. She still
thinks about the sense of security she felt before
September 11, 2001, and she hopes she can play a
role in creating a safer world in which her children
will grow up.
“I drive by the Pentagon every day on my way to
work,” Jana says. “I think September 11 is woven
into the fabric of everyone who was on Capitol Hill
at the time. But America is resilient. Her people are
resilient. That solidified my commitment to public
service.”
Jana’s career in public service had what might seem
to some like an unlikely beginning. She first moved
to the suburban DC area to take a job as an elementary schoolteacher – her degree from Taylor was in
Elementary Education. But after several years in the
classroom, new doors opened for her and she joined
the staff of a congressional representative. From
there her career path led to the Federal Aviation Administration where she served as Chief of Staff – a
role in which she had influence on nearly every sector of aviation throughout the United States. Today,
she serves as Vice President for Government Affairs
of Saab Defense and Security USA, a company that
holds numerous primary and secondary contracts
for the Department of Defense and the Department
of Transportation.
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“I always wanted to be a teacher. In junior high and high school, and when I
came to Taylor I loved being involved
in education,” she says. “When I made
the decision to leave education and go
to Capitol Hill, it was with the intention to work with education policy.
However, I worked for an outstanding
Christian statesman on the Defense
and Transportation Committees. I
enjoyed working for him so much that
I didn’t want to leave, and instead I
had an opportunity to help impact
transportation safety.”
Jana is the newest recipient of the G.
Roselyn Kerlin Women in Leadership Award, named for Taylor’s
beloved late alumna and the first
female chair of Taylor’s Board of
Trustees Rosie (Baugh ’55) Kerlin,
who died in 2017. Jana was among
the alumni honorees at Taylor’s
Homecoming in October.
In her role at Saab, she works with
members of Congress on a number
of issues ranging from defense industry offerings and radar to airport
and runway safety.
“A lot of what I do is advocating for
safety and security – ways to make
the air traffic control system safer
and provide the best systems for
our warfighters,” Jana says. “We can
provide ideas and solutions that
assist the government in meeting
their requirements. My company
makes a radar system for Navy

ships. We manufacture a sophisticated camouflage
net system that defeats enemy sensors. We make
runway status lights that tell pilots to stop when
runways are not safe. Building support for defense
and security programs, as well as aviation safety,
is rewarding because there is general agreement
that those things are important. My job is to help
our elected representatives understand how policies and funding levels they propose will affect our
industry and our country.”
“While ‘lobbying’ may have negative connotations, a lot of what I do is education,” Jana adds.
“When you can help members of Congress or the
Administration understand a certain perspective,
they might not decide to go in the direction you’re

advocating for, but at least they have
the information. When I left government service, I was looking for
a company that would allow me to
continue to make a difference. I don’t
think I would ever be content in a
sales-oriented position, but helping
our country stay more secure – for me,
that is rewarding.”
Today Jana lives in Alexandria, Virginia, with her husband, John, and
children, Finola and Jack.
“I’m still passionate about education
issues, but my career has never taken
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When I left
government
service, I was
looking for a
company that
would allow
me to continue
to make a
difference. I
don’t think I
would ever be
content in a
sales oriented
position, but
helping our
country stay
more secure –
for me, that is
rewarding.”

Jana (Weir '96) Murphy with her husband John, son Jack, and daughter Finola.

me back in that direction. Being a
parent, there are lots of opportunities
to stay involved in education – but I
do miss it,” she confesses. “To some it
seems crazy to go from kindergarten
and teaching to Congress. The skills
I learned at Taylor, specifically in the
liberal arts, were really valuable to
me. While I may be working outside
my original discipline, I am using
many of the skills I learned at Taylor.
But I also had professors like Phil Loy
’62 and Tom Jones ’71. I loved those
classes, and I am not surprised that
this was where the Lord was leading
and opening doors all along the way.”

As she passes the Pentagon each
day and works in the shadow of The
White House and the United States
Capitol, Jana sometimes reflects on
that September morning 16 years ago.
“A friend from Taylor who also works
in politics told me once that the day
you get tired of that view you should
probably just leave DC. The Capitol
and all that it stands for, the Pentagon
– there is a sense of patriotism that
has fueled me. If anything it made
me more patriotic and more contemplative of the sacrifice made by our
military and civilians,” she says.

“I think it’s easy to say those things
and it sounds trite and corny, and you
hear about negative things that go
on in DC, but there are a lot of people
here who are dedicated to making
our country safer and better. There
are a lot of servant leaders, statesmen
– I wish we heard more about those
men and women,” Jana adds. “I think
about my children and how they only
know our post-September 11 world.
Everything I do is to help make the
world a safer place for them.”
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VISTA

BREU MOON The full Super Moon rises over Breuninger Hall in December. The Taylor community was treated to several spectacular moon rises
during the winter months.
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A LU M N I
N OT E S
01

1970

01 Rev. Robert Brown retired
in May 2016 from full-time
pastoral service with the
Evangelical Congregational
Church after a 44-year career.
His service included 18 years
at four churches, 15 years as a
Navy Chaplain, and 11 years as
a private school chaplain in
Hawaii. Robert continues to
serve as his denomination’s
Chaplain Endorser. He and
his wife Cindy live in Gillette,
Wyoming. Their daughter Karen
(Brown ’98) Baughman, her
husband Paul, and their four
children also live in Gillette.

S U B M I T T I N G A L U M N I N O T E S I S S I M P L E … Visit taylor.edu/alumninotes to submit your alumni notes updates and photos.
Please remember to upload only photos including alumni and a minimum resolution of 200KB or 4 x 6 inches. Notes can also be
submitted by email at magazine@taylor.edu, by phone at (800) 882-3456 ext. 5170, or by mail.
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ALUMNI NOTES

02

03

03

04

1959

Gloria Nelson is living in a Christian retirement
community in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with her
husband Paul. They are heavily involved in their
community.

1966

Mark Govertsen was inducted into the Joel Barlow
High Athletic Hall of Fame’s Class of 2017 on Nov. 11
at Redding Country Club, Redding, Connecticut. Mark
was a three-sport athlete at Barlow, where he played
basketball and ran track and cross country. He was
also conference champion in the long jump, high
jump, and several relay events. As a student at Taylor,
he competed with the track team.

1971

02 Drs. Fred and Gerri (Covert ’73) Jenny have
retired after successful careers as college professors.
They met on Gerri’s 19th birthday at Taylor and have
been married for 46 years. Fred was a professor of
Computer Science at Grove City College (Grove City,
Pennsylvania), and Gerri served at Slippery Rock
State University (Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania). She
is the author of five books and several professional
publications. They have three children and six
grandchildren and love to travel for short-term
mission work.
Teresa (Acre) Marcus has kept busy during
her retirement and is doing volunteer work for
City Gospel Mission in Cincinnati, Ohio. She
enjoys participating in marathons with her sister
and has completed 11 full marathons. She also keeps
herself healthy through personal training.

1972

03 Lynette Duplain resides in Canal Fulton,
Ohio, with her husband of 45 years, Tom. She has
two children, Amy (Duplain ’99) Eckrote and
Rob Duplain ’02, as well as four grandchildren.
Her community focuses are social justice issues
and advocating for children. She is thankful for
the preparation and education she received as she
majored in Elementary Education at Taylor. She also
holds a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education
and completed administrative coursework for her
principal’s license.

1974

Madonna (Jervis) Wise is a published author, having
written nine books chronicling local history and
continuing to write a historical column for The Laker/
Lutz News newspaper in Land ‘O Lakes, Florida. She
retired in January 2013 after an extensive career
in education during which she served as a teacher,
counselor, and administrator in three Florida school
districts. Active in her community, she works with
several museums and organizations in non-profit
endeavors. Madonna is the mother of three grown
children – two are well-known practicing attorneys
and a third is in law school.

1978

Dave Dunbar was inducted in the Wheeling
(Illinois) High School Athletic Hall of Fame on
December 15, 2017. Dave spent more than 35 years
making a positive impact in the lives of his athletes
in multiple sports. He joined Wheeling’s varsity
football coaching staff in 1988 as the defensive
coordinator for 11 seasons, helping the Wheeling
Wildcats make the playoffs in 1994 and 1996. In 2001
he became Wheeling’s head coach. Dave is married
to Mendi Lu Dunbar ’83, and has three children,
Daniel ’05, Randal ’12, and Jennifer.

1980

04 Good friends for over 41 years met for a “girls
weekend” to celebrate their upcoming 60th
birthdays. Pictured are: Deb (Boetsma) Mechling,
Karen (Norcros ’81) Norton, Kathy (Nine)
Oesterling, Deb (Vogler) Klotz, Jill (Blue ’81)
Brown, Beverly (Ehringer) Fugett, and Laurie
(Stafford) Wolcott. The weekend included great
conversation, good food, Westside Story at Beef and
Boards in Indianapolis, Indiana, and wrapped up
with a visit to First Presbyterian Church in Marion,
Indiana, where Laurie is a pastor. Of course no
weekend would be complete without a visit to
campus and a sundae at Ivanhoe’s.

1981

Dr. Randall Dodge has been named President of
Horizon University in Indianapolis, Indiana. He
previously served administrative roles at Taylor
University and Indiana University. He has served
as Executive Vice President at Horizon since 2016.
Randall is married to Colleen (Byers), and has two
children, Rachel (Dodge ’09) Peterson and Reid ’12.

1987

Tracey (Jorg) Rollison is the Community Relations
Director for Agape Performing Arts Company
in Indianapolis, Indiana, which is an acclaimed
Christian youth theatre ministry. In her role at
Agape, she serves as director, assistant, and technical
director. She also created and maintains Agape’s
website, communications, and other organizational
software. Additionally, she teaches theatre classes for
Agape, as well as online homeschool classes for Open
Tent Academy in Israel.
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S E E W H AT ’S G O I N G
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ALUMNI NOTES

1990

Sherry (Wayt) Grimm and her husband Kevin live in Goshen,
Indiana, where they are active members of Goshen Christian
Church. Sherry operates a professional guardianship service,
Walker Resources LLC. She holds the designation of National
Certified Guardian and is a member of the Indiana State
Guardianship Association. They are enjoying being “empty-nesters”
as both boys, Andrew (22) and Jesse (18), are away at college.

1991

Noelle (Zuleger) Lowry and her husband Keith live in Suffolk,
Virginia, with three of their children: Molly (17), Joey (11), and
Sophie (9). Their older children, Tommy (21) and Libby (19), attend
colleges in Virginia. Keith and Noelle are therapists in the mental
health field and work in private practice settings. Noelle completed
her PhD in 2016 and practices as a licensed clinical psychologist.

1992

Sabrina (Munson) Nowling has been honored by the Colorado
Mortgage Lenders Association (CMLA) as the recipient of its 2017
Aksel Nielsen Award. The award is given each year to an individual
who has shown outstanding commitment and service through
their work on the CMLA Board of Directors. In 2016, she assisted in
the establishment of the CMLA/Rosser Endowment for Colorado
State Business students. She also established separate scholarships
for both Denver University and Colorado State University to foster
awareness of the mortgage industry and the CMLA. Her mortgage
career spans 26 years.

1993

Mark Bagley is in his 10th year as Principal of Van Wert (Ohio)
Middle School. He has been a middle school teacher, elementary
principal, and assistant middle school principal in the Van Wert
City School District for the past 22 years. He has also been an
Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach in Van Wert for 18 years and is in
his fifth year as Head Boys Basketball Coach. Mark lives in Van Wert
with his wife Rachelle and two children who attend Van Wert City
Schools: Drew, a junior; and Maria, a 7th grader.

1997

Jerome Flewelling was named Indiana Department of Education’s
Teacher of the Year. Known by his friends and family as “Flew,” he
teaches AP Physics, Mechanics, and Chemistry at Crown Point High
School. Flew has served in education for over 20 years and received
numerous awards, not only for his teaching, but also his extracurricular involvement. Prior awards include: Most Influential
Teacher, Crown Point Teacher of the Year, Spell Bowl Sponsor,
and Outstanding Performance of Theatre Production. As the 2018
Teacher of the Year, Flew will represent Indiana in the National
Teacher of the Year Competition.
Lisa (Huber) Toney is excited to announce that she is one of the
new voices for Women of Faith, an organization that has been
encouraging women since 1996 with compelling stories, laughout-loud humor, heart-tugging music, inspiration, rejuvenating
worship, and more. The Women of Faith community is filled with
authentic-faith based connections, audiences, and an atmosphere of
encouragement, love, and genuine sense of belonging.

1998

Jonathan Beukelman is listed among the top 100 wealth advisors
in the United States in the October 2017 issue of Forbes Magazine. He
has managed The Beukelman Group (UBS) since 1998. The Forbes
recognition is one of many that have come his way in recent years.
He has also been ranked as one of the “Top Financial Advisors
in America” by Barron’s for seven consecutive years. Additional
accolades include listings in Financial Times as one of America’s “400
Top Financial Advisors,” and on Wall Street’s “Top 40 under 40” list.
Jonathan is a member of the Taylor University Board of Trustees. He
and his wife Jami (Sonnenberg ’97) are parents to three children
and live in Denver, Colorado.

2000

05 Edgar Cross lives in High Point, North Carolina, with his wife
Heather and two daughters: Ava Elizabeth (3), and Amelia Grace (2
months).

08 Nate Bates is serving as the first Head Coach of Men’s Lacrosse
and Strength & Conditioning Coach at William Peace University in
Raleigh, North Carolina. In February 2017, Nate and his wife Brianne
welcomed Colt James to the family. Colt joined big brother Jack
(4), and big sister Adeline (2). The family lives in Gibsonville, North
Carolina, where they are active members at McLeansville Baptist
Church. Nate and Brianne also operate their own company that
hosts lacrosse camps, clinics, and tournaments throughout the
United States.

1995

2001

06 Karen Temple married Richard Rollins on November 28, 2017, in
Detroit, Michigan. They reside in Westland, Michigan.

1996

07 Joe and Karen (Snow ’95) Horn and their children Sara (17),
Ashley (16), John (14), and Nathan (12) live in Chillicothe, Illinois. Joe
is the Senior Pastor of Chillicothe Bible Church (EFCA), and Karen
is an accountant for Caterpillar, Inc. They would love to hear from
old friends from their TU days and are reachable via email at joe@
chillibible.org or hornherd@gmail.com.

09 Julie (Nor) Barber and her husband Jason, along with
daughters Ellarie, Hadlie, and Mollie, live in Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Jason is the Director of Orthopedic Practices at Bronson Healthcare,
and Julie owns and operates Flair Studio, an award-winning graphic
design studio.
Paul Biles is the Executive Director for Tejas Camp and Retreat
Center, located in Giddings, Texas, between Austin, Houston and San
Antonio. He and his wife Kelli have five children: Isaac, Christian,
Silas, Julia, and Thaddeus.

Eric Moyen has been named head of the Department of Educational
Leadership in the graduate academic department at Mississippi
State University’s College of Education. He and his wife Missy have
two daughters: Anna Grace and Emmy.
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2004

Becky (George) Beasley, her husband Kemper, and their two
children Kemp (3) and Mallye (1) live in Buckingham, Virginia.
Kemper is the Assistant Commonwealth for Buckingham County.
Becky enjoys staying at home with the kids on the family farm.
10 Eric Spaulding and his wife Emily welcomed their second son,
Everett Daniel, on Sept. 30, 2016. The family lives in Cincinnati,
Ohio, where Eric is a principal consultant at Systems Evolution, Inc.
(SEI) and Emily is a marketer at P&G. Connect with Eric at www.
ericspaulding.com.

2006

Eric Moore was pursuing a graduate degree online and working
at an international school in South Korea when he learned about
Universal Design for Learning, which provides guidelines for
curriculum development and flexible learning environments that
can be adjusted for individual needs. Eric is now a UDL specialist
and provides ongoing training and support for faculty and staff
interested in improving accessibility to learning for diverse
students, including those with disabilities.
11 Mekael Teshome has been named Vice President and Senior
Regional Officer of the Pittsburgh Branch of the Federal Reserve
Bank of Cleveland. Prior to that, he served as Assistant Vice
President and Economist at the PNC Financial Services Group in
Pittsburgh and was also an Assistant Director and Economist at
Moody’s Analytics. In addition to his Taylor degree, he holds an MA
in economics from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee.

2008

12 Nate and Melissa (Baum) Miller welcomed Reid Bennett
to their family on October 1, 2017. Big brother Landon (4) is
ecstatic. Nate and Melissa reside in Middleville, Michigan, 30
minutes from Grand Rapids.
13 Drew and Julie (Beck ’07) Severns live in Prairie Village,
Kansas, with their children, Lillian (7) and Jake (4). Drew works as an
Advisor with Creative Planning Inc. and Julie helps lead the branded
interiors studio at DesignHaus.

2011

14 Brian Hansen married Kristie Suydam on June 18, 2016. They
live and work in metropolitan Atlanta.

2012

16 Karen Wydra and Ben Nelson ’13 were married on April 8, 2017.
Members of the wedding party included Valerie Newby, Megan
Snyder ’14, Johnathan Wells, Tom Sargent ’14, James Dolezal ’13,
and Justin Wydra ’15. Taylor staff member Ken Taylor officiated.
The couple lives in Zionsville with their cat Isadora.

2013

17 Brandi (Wilbanks) Haddock and her husband Scott welcomed
their first child, Walt Roger, on August 23, 2017.

2014

18 Lawrence Kinnaman married Ashley Cowan on May 27 in Yelm,
Washington. Taylor alumni in attendance included Brian Allen and
Zack Wilson.

2015

19 Erica Smith married Devin Moore on June 10, 2017, in Port
Austin, Michigan. The wedding party included fellow Taylor alumni
Tim Daniels, Lauren Clark, Will West ’14, Danielle (Abinion ’14)
West, Pat Woelfel, and Taylor Miller.

2017

20 Taylor Puitz married Dale Frecker on August 5, 2017, in Fort
Wayne Indiana.
21 Evan Miyakawa married Madison Thompson ’16 in July in
Dallas, Texas. Alumni in attendance pictured left to right: Keith
Thompson ’76, Randy Thompson ’80, Carolyn Thompson ’80,
James Maina ’16, Kendall Miyakawa ’21, Matt Thornburg, Grason
Poling, Jared Thompson ’03, Chris Jordan ’16, Adam Wright,
Nick van Gilse ’19, Kristen Miyakawa ’19, Jake Hirsch ’19, Evan
Miyakawa, Kevin Boyers ’18, Danica Johnson ’16, Madison
(Thompson ’16) Miyakawa, Andrew Brill ’15, Lauren (Pfeifer ’16)
Severns, Becca Rousseau, Courtney (Selle ‘16) Williams, Natalie
Smiley ’16, Kaitlin Russ ‘16, and Patrick Hubbard.
Brandon Tereshko has been named head coach of the men’s and
women’s golf teams at St. Andrews University, Laurinburg, North
Carolina. Brandon was a Crossroads League All-Conference selection
in 2012 and 2013, including 11 collegiate top-10 finishes as well as
finishing 10th in the Indiana Amateur Golf Championship in 2017.

15 Amy (Wilson) Hartman married Caleb Hartman on June 30,
2017. Amy served as the Director of Alumni Relations at Taylor
University through January 2018 and now serves at The Center
for Family Conversation in Fishers, Indiana. Amy and Caleb live in
Noblesville, Indiana.
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IN MEMORIAM
Then the King will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."
—Matthew 25:34

W E R E M E M B E R T H E S E M E M B E R S O F T H E TAY L O R C O M M U N I T Y
W H O H AV E G O N E T O B E W I T H T H E L O R D.

1935

Rev. Marvin Arno Schilling died peacefully on Sept. 22, 2017, in
Madison, Wisconsin, just two weeks after a joyous celebration of
his 106th birthday. Marvin fulfilled his vocational calling in active
ministry from 1940 to 1978 and then in retirement for almost 40
years within the framework of the Wisconsin Conference of the
United Methodist Church. His life-long ministry was defined by his
deeply embedded faith that was not sentimental, but a compass for
navigating changing times, effectiveness in working with others, a
passion for social justice, gratitude for life’s blessings, and excellent
administrative leadership.

1958

Dr. Richard L. Day, 82, of Wabash, Indiana, went to be with his Lord
on September 21, 2017. He married his wife Anne (Ineson) on July 17,
1958; she preceded him in death on August 7, 2014. Richard served the
Wabash community as a dentist for 35 years, retiring in 1997. He was
a member of the Wabash Alliance Church, where he volunteered
many hours. Hunting and conservation were his passions. Richard
also enjoyed woodworking, golfing, and spending time with his
grandchildren. He is survived by two daughters, three grandchildren,
and three great-grandchildren.

1964

David Charles Bowers, 75, died November 13, 2017, at his home after
an 11-month battle with a glioblastoma brain tumor. David was a
teacher and track and cross country coach at Kendallville/East Noble
High School from 1964-1968. He served in various roles at Richmond
High School from 1968-1989. David was also Principal for four years
at Lincoln High School and served as the Curriculum Director and
Assistant to the Superintendent for the Western Wayne School District
before his retirement in 2002. He had the joy of finishing his coaching
career by coaching with his brother Ted ’73 as an Assistant Track
Coach at Taylor for eight years, and at Earlham College for two years.
David enjoyed raising sheep, starting with a small flock of Southdowns
in the 1950s. Additionally, he loved traveling and spending time with
his grandchildren.

1965

Rev. David L. Slater, 77, died on August 20, 2017. As a Congregational
minister, David was pastor to congregations in Manhattan and
Brooklyn, New York; Holyoke, Massachusetts; and Dover, New
Hampshire. He ministered in welfare offices and courts, in jails, and
on basketball courts. He inspired the young to follow Jesus. His house
was open to visiting relatives, guests, and exchange students, and he
cultivated a wide and varied circle of friends. He loved late medieval art
and his wife’s cooking. He loved his sons and through his love taught
them to love. His grateful family includes his wife and partner in
ministry, Constance (Cuthbertson), his two sons and grandchildren.

1970

Gayle Eugene McMinn passed away
November 7, 2017. Gayle was a member
and elder of Fair Havens Christian
Missionary Alliance Church. He was
known as a godly man and loved to
share his faith with others. He was a
farmer for more than forty-five years,
operating McMinn Farms with his son,
Scott. Survivors include his spouse of
48 years, Peggy Lynn; his sons, Scott
and Rob; his daughter, Michelle; and
six grandchildren.

1976

Carl John Hoeflich, age 63, died
September 30, 2017. Carl retired as
manager from Sherwin-Williams and
was a member of several bands for
years. He played the keyboard but was
a musician extraordinaire, and could
play any instrument. He is survived by
his wife of 13 years, Paula, two sons, his
daughter and her husband, his mother,
two sisters, and many other relatives
and friends.

1978

Linda (Turner) Kline, 60, went to be
with the Lord on May 1, 2017. She met
her husband Douglas at Wheaton
Evangelical Free Church, and they
were married in 1983. She worked
for Hassett Air Express in Elmhurst,
Illinois, for a number of years. After
raising two children she worked at
ServiceMaster and then as a teacher’s
assistant at Jefferson Early Childhood
Center. Her Christian faith was an
important part of her life and she was
an active member of The Compass
Church. She had a passion for working
with kids. Linda played the piano and
enjoyed singing. She loved being with
people, but most of all loved being
with her family. She is survived by her
husband, children, mother, her sister
Carolyn (Turner ’81) Barron, and many
extended family members.
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Groce

1994 Taylor graduates and former Trojan basketball teammates
John Groce and Chris Holtmann are serving as NCAA Division
I head coaches at Akron and Ohio State. Groce previously served
as head coach at Ohio University and Illinois, and Holtmann,
who once served as Groce’s assistant at Ohio, coached Butler to
the Sweet 16 last year before accepting the Ohio State job. He was
named Big 10 Coach of the Year.

Holtmann

N

Heritage
Weekend
A P R I L 2 7-2 8 , 2 0 1 8
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ALUMNI
PARTICIPATION
WHERE DOES YOUR
CLASS RANK?

Alumni participation so important. It informs prospective
students, foundations and publications like U.S. News & World Report that
our alumni continue to support Christ-centered education at Taylor. In the
fiscal year that ended May 31, 2017, nearly 20 percent of our alumni gave
to Taylor—a number that ranks among the highest in the nation. Thank
you! Every gift is an encouragement to students, faculty and staff. Every
dollar invested in the life of a student makes Taylor more affordable. The
percentages below represent the alumni participation by class. Would
you help raise your class giving percentage? We are so grateful for alumni
support, so please visit taylor.edu/giving to make your gift before May 31.
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INTRODUCE
TAYLOR TO A
STUDENT IN
YOUR LIFE.
If you know a high school student who is serious
about their academic and spiritual growth, we’d
like to meet them.

VISIT TAYLOR.EDU/INFO

and refer a student to our Admissions team.

OnMission earns its name by supporting a mission
in Haiti dedicated to training, empowering, and
employing adults who have transitioned out
of the orphanage system. OnMission's cotton
is milled in the United States and is sewn into
garments by these individuals in Haiti who are
taught a vocational skill and paid beyond a living
wage. All finished garments are then decorated in
the United States.

ONMISSION APPAREL IS AVAILABLE
AT THE TAYLOR CAMPUS STORE OR
CAN BE PURCHASED ONLINE AT
TAYLORGEAR.COM
39
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REFLECTIONS

ADDED VALUE
In a recent article, David Brooks, noted New
York Times columnist and author of the bestselling book, The Road to Character, criticizes
much of higher education for having,
“gotten out of the business of spiritual and
character development,” and instead adopting
wholeheartedly the “research ideal.”

attractive to preeminent graduate programs;
and 4) that they be successful, whether in their
careers (whatever they may be) or educational
pursuits. Indeed 97% of Taylor students are either
employed or accepted into graduate programs
within six months of graduation from Taylor, an
outstanding statistic!

Although Mr. Brooks notes that society has
benefited intellectually from this focus on
research, he also contends that higher education
today, “nurtures an overdeveloped self and an
underdeveloped soul.” He further suggests that
our culture’s more recent focus on, “resume
virtues,” “expressive individualism,” and, “being
authentic to self,” has led to a generation of
students where the, “head is large, and the heart
and souls are backstage.”

But career preparedness, resume virtues, and
the size of entering salaries is only part of our
concern at Taylor. Of even greater importance
to this institution is that our students graduate
from here firmly established in their Christian
faith, ready to engage the many challenges to
that faith that will come, and looking forward
resolutely to putting the Lord first in all of their
future endeavors. After all, our mission is, “to
develop servant leaders marked with a passion to
minister Christ’s redemptive love and truth to a
world in need.”

Gratefully, the purpose of Mr. Brooks’ article is to
underscore his belief that the Christian college
stands apart from this generally sad observation
of higher education today. In speaking directly
to Christian colleges across the country, he notes
that the Christian college has:
What everybody else is desperate to have; a
way of talking about and educating the human
person in a way that integrates faith, emotion
and intellect. You have a recipe to nurture human
beings who have a devoted heart, a courageous
mind, and a purposeful soul. Almost no other set
of institutions in American society has that, and
everyone wants it.
At Taylor, we are deeply committed to ensuring:
1) that our students graduate with an education
second to none; 2) that they be readily
employable in the professions of their choice; 3)
that they be prepared for graduate studies and

We are about building world-engaging, worldimpacting disciples here. We will not ignore the
role of faith in education or in the lives of our
students. To the contrary, the Christian faith is
integral to who we are and what we at Taylor
have been doing for 172 years. It is quite simply
the added value that distinguishes us from most
of higher education today.
Thank you, David.

Paul Lowell Haines ’75, Ed.D, J.D.,
serves as President of Taylor University
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Like our parents did before us, we completed the
final arrangements for our estate. Last summer,
we learned it is possible to give Taylor University
a percentage of our estate. Becky and I had always
wanted to give back to Taylor, the place that had
given our lives so much. Doing this provided us with
the knowledge, confidence, and peace that we can
still give back to Taylor when we are gone.
Mark ’66 and Becky (Nunley ’68) Clough

Perhaps you would like to discuss your family legacy and how Taylor could be involved through estate
planning. For more information, contact Mike Falder ’94, Executive Director of Development, at
mcfalder@taylor.edu or 765.998.5538. Read more online at www.taylor.edu/giftplans.
Request a free wills guide by visiting www.taylor.edu/giftplans and clicking on “Estate Planning Guide.”
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The beacons of faith and learning are seen
shining in the fog as winter wanes and
spring approaches.
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